405. AN INDIAN PHILANTHROPIST

We have been receiving for some time past copies of a journal called
The Indian Sociologist, an "organ of freedom, and of political, social, and
religious reform". It is edited by Pandit Shyamaji Krishnavarma, M.A.
(Oxon.), sometime lecturer at Oxford, and is published in London. It
is a journal fearlessly edited, and the editor is imbued with the teaching
of the late Herbert Spencer, The journal is evidently intended to model
Indian opinion in accordance with Spencer's teachings. The Pandit is
an Indian scholar of distinction, and has a fair amount of capital at his
command. He has established several scholarships for Indian students
in order to enable them to carry on their post-graduate studies in Europe
and America. Each scholarship is worth 2,000 rupees and is given to selected
graduates from all parts of India, the chief conditions being that the candi-
dates must remain and study for at least two years in Europe or America,
and must not, on any account, accept government service. The candi-
dates are also expected to enter into an agreement to refund the money
thus advanced in easy instalments after the completion of study. As a
result of the first competition, the following five candidates have already
been selected : Abdullah Al-Mahmun Suhrawdy, M.A., Sarat Chandra
Mukerji, M.A., Parmeshwar Lall, M.A,3 Syud Abdul Majid, B.A., and
Shaikh Abdul Aziz, B.A. The experiment is a very bold one. The donor's
intentions are patriotic. Its success, however, will very largely depend
upon the manner in which the first scholars use their opportunity. Their
scholastic qualifications certainly betoken a happy augury. We wish
every success to Pandit Shyamaji Krishnavarma in his enterprise. His
example may well be copied by the Indian merchants in South Africa
and elsewhere.
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406. MR. GANDHI'S COMMENTS1
I am grieved to read the above letter. I wrote what I believe to be
true. However, I find that some persons have taken offence at what
I said, for which I am sorry and I apologise to them. As I do not wish
to prolong the controversy, I do not think it advisable to reply to the letter
1 Subsequent to Gandhiji's reply, vide "Mr, Gandhi's Clarification5', May 13, 1905, two
letters of protest were received by the Editor, Indian Opinion. The one signed by "A Muslim"
asserted that "...the ancestors of over a lakh of Bohras, who are highly placed, had been
the Brahmin priests of Sidhpur. Besides, the forefathers of Sunni Bohras from Central Gujarat
had been Banias.,..Thus it can be proved that some people even from the higher classes were
converted to Islam," to which Gandhiji replied as above.